A History of Western Political Philosophy

                                       An Evening Seminar taught at Weston (Ct.) High School
Purpose:
To enable the student to become critically aware of the major concepts in the Western political tradition through the first-hand examination of the writings of many of its principal philosophers.

Texts:
1. Social and Political Philosophy, edit. by John Somerville and Ronald E. Santoni, Anchor-Doubleday.

2. Communism, Fascism and Democracy-- The Theoretical Foundations, edit. by Carl Cohen, Glencoe-McGraw Hill.

Included in the above two source books are readings from the works of Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Jefferson, Mill, Marx, Engels, Lenin, Mussolini, Dewey, Saint-Simon, Owen, Stalin, Trotsky, Mao, Castro, Bodin, Hegel, Fichte, von Treitschke, Wagner, Nietzsche, Bentham, Calhoun, Bernard Shaw, Pericles and de Tocqueville, among others.

3. "Rebellion" and "The Tale of the Grand Inquisitor" from The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Modern Library.

4. Assorted handouts dealing briefly with historical background for the writers and ideas discussed.

Basic Organization of Course:
There will be 16 sessions of three hours each.   
The first three sessions will deal primarily with major "background" philosophers-- Plato, Aristotle and Machiavelli.

Four sessions will then be spent discussing thinkers who are specifically in the Democratic tradition.

The next three meetings will deal with philosophers who are specifically identified with Dictatorship.

The following four sessions will be used to treat thinkers identified with various forms of Communist and Socialist ideology. Also, discussed will be the question of whether these concepts appear more closely related to the Democratic or the Dictatorial tradition.

The next meeting will be devoted to developing a philosophical summary of the function of political systems with John Dewey examined as the principal focal point.

In the final class, the psychological relationship between the individual and his/her government will be discussed first, using Dostoyevsky's "Tale of the Grand Inquisitor" as the vehicle. This examination will be followed by an overall summary discussion of the course..

Sample Syllabus/ Schedule for a particular Academic Year or Semester
Session One: Plato (Somerville & Santoni book)-- Do both readings.

Session Two: Aristotle (Somerville & Santoni book)-- Do both readings.

Session Three: Machiavelli (Somerville & Santoni book)-- Do both readings.

Session Four: Democracy # 1 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 57 through 61 in numerical order, dealing mostly with Natural Rights and Benthamite Utilitarianism

Session Five: Democracy # 2 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 62, 63, 67, 69, 71, 72, 68, 70. In Cohen 3rd edit. do Reading 86. The first two are on minority rights, the rest on whether economic democracy is more socialistic or capitalistic. NOTE: Do readings in order shown on this assignment sheet regardless of "numerical order" unless assignment clearly designates "numerical order" Follow this rule for future assignments as well.

Session Six: Democracy # 3 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 73 through 77 in numerical order and then 79, 78. These readings are mostly about the "essence" of democracy.

Session Seven: Democracy # 4 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 84, 82, 81, 83, 85. In Cohen 3rd edit. do Reading 91 ( add to 84 in 2nd edit.), 92, 93(add to 82 in 2nd edit.), 94, 98. These readings are primarily about attempts to justify the use of democracy over alternative systems.

Session Eight: Dictatorship # 1 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 38-40 in numerical order and then 6. These readings deal with the philosophical underpinnings of dictatorship.

Session Nine: Dictatorship # 2 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 41 through 46 in in numerical order. These readings continue the session eight process, with a greater emphasis on German thinkers.

Session Ten: Dictatorship # 3 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 47 through 52 in numerical order on Italian Fascism and then pick and choose what you wish to read on German Nazism (between Readings 53 and 56) as long as you read something.

Session Eleven: Communism # 1 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 1-4 in numerical order and then 8. These readings will be primarily about Utopian Socialism.

Session Twelve: Communism # 2 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Reading 5, followed by readings 9 through 16 in numerical order. This class deals mostly with the underpinnings of Marxist thought and its connection to wider philosophical concepts. It is among the most challenging sets of readings in the course.

Session Thirteen: Communism # 3 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 17, 18, 25 and then 19 through 22 in numerical order. These readings treat Russian writers, especially Lenin, and how Marx was  modified .

Session Fourteen: Communism # 4 (Cohen book, 2nd edit.)-- Readings 23, 27, 28, 29, 31, 24, 35, 26, 30 and then 32 through 34 in numerical order. Despite the lengthy number of readings for this class, most of the work is not particularly difficult. It is primarily about practical variations of Marxism-Leninism in the 20th Century and thoughts about that topic.

Session Fifteen: Dewey and overall political philosophy with connections to earlier parts of the course made. (Somerville & Santoni book)-- Do both readings.

Session Sixteen: Dostoyevsky's chapters on "Rebellion" and "Tale of the Grand Inquisitor", excerpted from The Brothers Karamazov. This class will treat the relationship between psychology and relevant governmental systems using Dostoyevsky as a vehicle for that discussion. It will be followed by an overall free flowing discussion about relevant aspects of what was done in the course to the opinions of the students.

